
Converting Atheists to Realism



Realists and Atheists are not the same thing although Atheism is a reality-based position. Our slogan as realists is, "If it's
real, we believe in it." Atheism can perhaps be summed up in the statement, "If it's not real then we don't believe in it."
While it is true that God doesn't exist, Atheism doesn't go beyond that. Once you prove that God doesn't exist, then
what? What fills the vacuum? What do Atheists believe in? How do they define right and wrong? How are we supposed
to live our lives? What is our purpose? If there is no God then does morality go away?



You can't replace something with nothing. Even if the something is merely the illusion of something. Other religions are
about what people believe in. Atheism is about what people don't believe in. That gives religion an advantage in any
debate because something generally beats nothing. It's not an argument of equals. That's where Realism comes in.
Realism is about the belief in reality as it really is. Realism is about what you do believe in, not about what you don't
believe in. Realism is about what is real, not about what isn't real. It's a positive position rather than a negative position. 



The difference between Atheism and Realism is that Atheism is about what isn't real. Realism is about what is real.

Religions assert a belief in deities. Atheism asserts there are no deities but stops there. Realism directly challenges other
religions on the basis of what is real. Whether God exists or God doesn't exist is the wrong debate. Why waste our time
arguing about fiction when there's all this wonderful reality around us to explore. When it comes down to it, Atheism isn't
any more relevant than Theism because both sides are focused on the unreal. But who is there to talk about what is
real? We are. We are the Church of Reality and we are here to explore reality as it really is. We are here to answer the
tough questions, to explore the big issues. We are here to do the hard work of making reality work in the real world. 



A person is defined by what they believe in, not by what they don't believe in. You are defined by what you are, not by
what you aren't.


Realism is about something. Atheism is about nothing. Yes it is true that there is no God, but so what? There are a lot of
things I don't believe in that don't exist so why is not believing in God any more important than not believing in Spider
Man? God doesn't exist and God is therefore not important. Atheists are doing important but limited work in making the
point against a very big myth but Atheism is at best just the first step in awakening to the wonders of reality. 



We live in an amazing world. The more I learn about it the more amazing it is. I'm interested in what's real. I want to learn
about space-time. I want to learn about quantum theory. I want to know what happened in the first billionth of a second
after the Big Bang. I want to know how organic molecules were first formed on this planet. I want to know how they
organized into early proteins. I want to understand the origin of life and how it evolved on this planet. Who are we and
how did we get here? 



Once you figure out God doesn't exist, what do you do next? The next step is to figure out what does exists. Realism is
the next logical step in the evolution of Atheism.

But after the history is over, what I want to know is what are we doing? What is our mission? How are we supposed to
live and what is the rationale behind society? What are we evolving into? What will our future be like? We are at the point
where we can control our own evolution. We can choose what we as the human race will become. What will we evolve
into? Now that we can change our genetic structure, when will we start building better replacement parts for our bodies?  



As we expand our minds using computers and technology to see back to the moment of the beginning of time, as we
discover new particles, as we figure out how to change matter into energy, and back into matter we ask what are we and
what do we want to become? 
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We do not focus on fiction. We focus on what is real. We do the hard work of answering the big questions as best we
can. We are a people who want to learn. We want to make life work. We want to create solutions in the real world. So I
say to all Atheists reading this, why waste your life focusing on what isn't real when you can focus on what is real?
Christians and Atheists are alike in that they both focus on a fictional God. One asserts that God does exist, the other
asserts that God doesn't. Realists don't focus on God. God is a waste of time. God is irrelevant. Reality is relevant.
That's why being a Realist is better than being an Atheist. Being a Realist is about something. Being an Atheist is about
nothing. I choose to make my life about something.


Church of Reality

http://www.churchofreality.org/wisdom Powered by Joomla! Generated: 21 December, 2024, 09:54


